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Distinctive Characteristics and Significance of the Loy Krathong Tradition

in the Northern Region of Thailand
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Abstract

This study aims to achieve three objectives: the historical background and beliefs
associated with the northern Thai tradition of Loy Krathong, the distinctive characteristics and
variations of the Loy Krathong tradition in the northern region, and the cultural significance of
Loy Krathong in Thai society. The study reveals that, conceming the first objective of examining
the history and beliefs associated with Loy Krathong in the northemn region, there are notable
differences in the Loy Krathong traditions among four prominent provinces. In Chiang Mai,
there is the tradition of "Yi Peng," while Tak features the "Loy Krathong Sai Lai Prateep,"
a procession of 1,000 floating krathongs made from coconut shells. In Sukhothai, the tradition
involves burning lanterns, and in Lampang, there is the unique tradition of "Lorng Sapao Jaw
Lakhon." Regarding the second objective of exploring the characteristics and variations of
characteristics and variations of Loy Krathong in the northern region, it is found that each
province exhibits distinct features. Chiang Mai, for instance, practices the "Loy Khom" activity,
while Tak features the "Loy Krathong Sai Lai Prateep” with 1,000 coconut shell krathongs.
Sukhothai engages in burning lanterns, and Lampang observes the "Lorng Sapao Jaw Lakhon"
tradition. Concerning the third objective of studying the cultural significance of Loy Krathong
in Thai society, it is evident that Loy Krathong is an ancient cultural tradition with multifaceted
values for the Thai people, including the value of respect for the sacred, contributing to
Thai society, the value of unity and harmony within Thai society, the value of strengthening
social bonds in Thai society, the value of Loy Krathong tradition in promoting tourism,

the value of environmental conservation, and the value of preserving cultural traditions.

Keywords: Yi Peng, Lorng Sapao Jaw Lakhon
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