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Abstract

This academic article, “Jade: the Power of Belief,” has three objectives: firstly, to study
the origins and types of jade; secondly, to study the stones that are similar to jade; and finally,
to study the beliefs of jade in each country. From the studies, It has been found that jade
stone, or “Jade” as we know it, was first discovered in China. Later, it could be found in Burma
and Thailand. Today, jade is frequently fashioned into jewelry, collectibles, and sacred objects.
There are 2 types of jade: Jadeite and Nephrite. Nowadays, jade is hard to find and expensive;
therefore, people have used stones similar to jade to make jewelry, including collectibles and
sacred carvings. According to the second objective, the study found that some types of stones
can be used instead of jade. They closely resemble jade in color despite not containing the
mineral nephrite or jadeite, which is the main component of genuine jade. According to the
third objective, which is to study the beliefs of jade in each country, the beliefs about jade
are diverse. This article focuses on those related to color. It was found that jade has many colors,
but the most popular color, green, is associated with wealth and prosperity. Purple is linked
to overall prosperity, black and gray to counteract negative energy, red to energy, white to bad
luck, yellow to vitality, blue-green to inner happiness, and Hok Lok Siu color to luck and fortune.
Moreover, the study of beliefs related to jade also found similarities in auspiciousness,
prosperity, wealth, good luck, power, progress, health, protection, disease prevention, and
longevity in China, Thailand, and Hong Kong. However, some beliefs are different in each
country. For instance, in Hong Kong, newborns wear jade to bring good fortune and convey

purity, while in China, jade is buried with corpses to prevent decomposition.
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